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welcome
The University of Limerick is privileged to be situated on a site 
so rich in flora and fauna.  We consider ourselves the fortunate 
custodians of this beautiful biodiverse landscape, which now 
spans the counties of Limerick and Clare and is enhanced by 
the noble River Shannon running through it.  As such, the 
University’s landscape, which has been expanded and enhanced 
in the last 40 years, was designed around the natural beauty of 
the campus and the complex ecosystem that surrounds us. 

The information and history contained in this brochure outlines 
the flora and fauna gracing our grounds, the stories of which 
I think reflect the diverse and international campus we strive 
to create and maintain. As our campus expands it is important 
that we continue to conserve and protect its natural beauty 
and share it with those around Limerick and its environs. The 
UL campus is open to all, a public space for visitors, staff and 
students to explore and enjoy. I sincerely hope that this map 
encourages you to come and explore all that the University of 
Limerick campus has to offer.

I’d like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the wonderful 
photographs within the pages of this booklet, which were taken 
by current and past members of staff. All photos were taken at 
UL and illustrate effectively the biodiversity of the campus.  I 
would also like thank those whose expertise and knowledge
formed the basis of the booklet: John Breen, Associate 
Professor in Biology; Pat O’Neill, Grounds Superintendent; Tom 
Harrington, Lecturer in Biology; Kevin Johnson, Senior AV 

Technician; and Richard O’Hanlon, PhD UL.

Professor 
President, University of Limerick
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Butterfly
Many species of 
butterfly can 
be seen on the 
campus. This is 
the speckled wood, 
which is common 
throughout the 
summer.

Bees and Wasps
Due to the many varieties of 

wildflowers throughout the 
campus, bumblebees and wasps are 

important as pollinators of many 
species of plants.  Carder bees 

live in moss-covered nests on the 
ground surface.

ANIMALS

INSECTS

WILD FLOWERS

BIRDS

FUNGI

FISH

THE ARBORETUM

WALKING TRAILS

TREES

LICHENNotable Trees in UL

Dawn Redwood
Metasequoia glyptostroboides

Located to the east of Block A, the 
Dawn Redwood is a fascinating 
tree. Originally only known through 
fossils, a single living grove was 
discovered in China in 1946. Until 
the 1990s all cultivated trees were 
derived from three trees that were 
brought to the Arnold Arboretum, 
Harvard University and distributed 
from there.  It is a deciduous 
conifer which turns a wonderful 
orange colour in autumn followed 
by soft green foliage in spring.

Giant Redwood
Sequoiadendron giganteum

Located to the east of Block A, 
the Giant Redwood is native to 
the Sierra Nevada in California 
and can grow to over 80m, live to 
over 3000 years and is the largest 
living tree on earth. Introduced to 
Europe in 1853 our specimen is 
approximately 30 metres tall. Apart 
from its size it is notable for its soft 
spongy bark, which can be punched 
easily. This gives it fire resistance in 
its native environment. Our tree has 
its very own treecreeper, which can 
often be seen working its way up 
the trunk from the base, flying down 
and climbing up again. Introduced 
Redwoods are a favoured nesting 
site for these birds. 



The campus landscape has developed 
around the original “open parkland” 
landscape associated with Plassey House. 
Sweeping lawns with exotic/introduced 
specimen trees bounded by natural 
woodland are typical of the landscape 
tradition associated with estates of the 
Victorian era. Consideration and assessment 
of the historical landscape context has been 
integral in the evolvement of the campus. 
While many of the original mature trees 
were removed before the inception of UL, 
there are a number of significant survivors 
which are immensely important and are a 
strong link to the historical landscape.

Since the inception of the University, 
additional planting of both exotic and native 
species in its parkland setting has been 
undertaken. Many of these trees are now of 
significant stature to warrant inclusion in the 
development of the University Arboretum.

Arboretum
The University of Limerick
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Cupressus macrocarpa

Located in the close 
behind Plassey House, this 
is undoubtedly the most 
impressive tree on campus. 
Introduced to Ireland in the 
middle 1800s, Monterey Cypress 
is native to two small groves 
near Carmel, California. In its 
native habitat the tree is low-
growing and scrubby. Only in 
environments such as here and 
New Zealand can these giants 
be found. Our specimen has a 
girth greater than 9.0 metres 
and is approximately 30 metres 
high. It has suffered some storm 
damage in recent years. The 
limbs were cable-braced to 
prevent damage should a limb 
fail. The tree is climbed and 
inspected on an annual basis. 

Riparian Woodland
The woodland along the River Shannon and particularly on the north 
bank and islands is an example of one of Ireland’s rarest woodland types.  
Willow and alder are the dominant tree species. The woodland is protected 
under EU leglislation and is part of the Lower River Shannon, Special Area 
of Conservation. These woodlands are biodiversity hotspots and are an 
important part of the ecology of the river system. 
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Damselfly
Damselflies and the larger 

dragonflies spend most of their 
life as larvae in the river. They 
emerge during the summer 
months when they are quite easy 
to see along the bank of the 
river. The male of the damselfly 
(pictured on the front cover) has 

beautifully banded wings. This is 
the female, which does not have 

the bands on the wings.

Ant
From late spring until autumn, if you examine the spaces around the 
paving slabs on the campus, you will see fresh movements of sandy 
material. This is the result of nest building by ants – these nests are of the 
black garden ant. For most of the year, the colony consists of wingless 
workers. However, winged males (which are very small) and winged 
females (which are much larger) fly out for mating on warm evenings 
during late July and early August.

Insect Larvae
Many insects spend their larval life 
in freshwater. However, you need 
wellington boots and a net to see them. 
The picture shows the larvae of stone 
flies (two tails) and mayflies (three 
tails). Fishermen will also be familiar 
with sedge flies (or caddis flies). The 

insect larvae in the River Shannon also 
include those of the banded damselfly.  

The adults fly from mid-June to August and 
are easy to see on the bankside vegetation on 

fine days.
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Fox
Foxes are frequently 
seen on the campus, 
usually in the early 
morning or late 
evening / dusk.

Bats are frequently seen at dusk during summer. The roof of the 
Glucksman Library Building houses a small colony of Leisler’s bat. 
Pipistrelles are common around the campus at dusk. Those with bat 
detectors should be able to find other species (e.g. around the river).

Bat
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Botanical Name Common Name

Cupressus macrocarpa Monterey Cypress

Fagus sylvatica ‘Pendula’ Weeping Beech

Juglans nigra Walnut

Nothofagus antarctica Southern Beech

Betula utilis var. jacquemontii Himalayan Birch

Cedrus deodara Deodar Cedar

Aesculus x carnea ‘Briotti’ Red Horse Chestnut

Aesculus x carnea ‘Briotti’ Red Horse Chestnut

Chamaecyparis lawsonia ‘Erecta Viridis’ Lawson’s Cypress ‘Erecta Viridis’

Tilia x europea Common Lime

Fagus sylvatica ‘Riversii’ Dark Purple Beech

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore

Castanea sativa Spanish Chestnut

Nothofagus procera Rauli Beech

Tilia x petiolaris Weeping Silver Lime

Fagus sylvatica ‘Dawyck’ Dawyck Beech

Pinus wallichiana Bhutan Pine

Quercus palustris Pin Oak

Cedrus atlantica f. glauca Blue Atlas Cedar

Thuja plicata ‘Zebrina’ Western Red Cedar ‘Zebrina’

Chamaecyparis lawsonia f. argentea Lawson’s Cypress

Araucaria araucana Monkey Puzzle

Pinus nigra Corsican Pine

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore

Ilex aquifolium Holly

Cedrus atlantica f. glauca Blue Atlas Cedar

Sequoiadendron giganteum Giant Redwood

Pinus radiata Monterey Pine

Cupressus macrocarpa Monterey Cypress (group with heronry)

Fagus sylvatica var. heterophylla Fern-leaved Beech

Metasequoia glyptostroboides Dawn Redwood

Cedrus atlantica f. glauca Blue Atlas Cedar

Aesculus hippocastanum Horse Chestnut
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Sea Lamprey
Lampreys are a very primitive 

fish without a jaw. The young 
are produced in inland rivers. 
The young migrate to the 
sea where they become 
adults. They develop sucking 
mouthparts which they use 
to suck blood from other fish. 

After a few years the adults 
return to the rivers to breed. 

The breeding behaviour can be 
seen from the Living Bridge from 

the end of May to the end of June 
each year. 

The breeding adults can be up to a metre in length and you might see four 
or five adults actively moving rocks to make their spawning site. To see 
this properly, you need a day with low clear water and ideally good light. 
They are usually in the main stream of the river.

Frog
Most of the year, frogs are 

dispersed around the campus. 
However, during the breeding 
season (early to mid-February, 
approximately), many frogs 
congregate for breeding under 
the Living Bridge near the 

Health Sciences Building.

Otter
Otters can be seen on the campus. However, they are very shy. 
Your best chances are to be on your own, no dog, and to scan 
the banks of the river towards dusk.
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Kingfisher
The kingfisher is a small bird – about the size of 
a starling. They are reasonably common along 
the river bank, but you need to be patient, 
and probably on your own without a dog, to 
get a glimpse of one. And a quick glimpse is 
all you will get! But if you choose a quiet time 
and keep a keen eye on the bank, e.g. from 
the Living Bridge, you may be lucky to see one 
flashing by.

Treecreeper
Treecreepers are small birds which are fairly common in Ireland, but rarely 
seen. They climb upwards (not downwards) on trees and collect small 
insects and spiders as food. However, at UL, some of them treat the brick 
buildings as trees and you will see them climbing up the walls. They have 
also nested in the crevices between bricks. Take a look around Block A 
(when you have finished listening to the nesting herons).

Swallow / House Martin / Sand Martin and Swift
All four of these species can be seen on the campus. 
The swallows (red  faced) frequently nest under 
archways (e.g. the Student Centre). House 
Martins (white rump) build mud nests on 
the outside of buildings. Sand Martins 
(brownish with white underneath) nest in 
holes burrowed into the banks of rivers 
and are common along the Shannon. 
Swifts (all black) are the largest of 
these four species and can be 
heard screaming as they fly high 
overhead during May to August.

Mallard
These are probably the most 
common wild duck in Ireland. 
The male (drake) is the one 
with the green head and the 
female (duck) is speckled brown.

Heron
Grey herons are a common bird seen 
in wetlands around the country. 
However, UL is very lucky to have 

its own heronry – where herons nest 
at the tops of tall trees. If you are 

around the tall trees near Block A from 
March to May, you will hear the squawking 

sounds of the nesting adults and young. Once 
the chicks have emerged, you will see the adults making regular trips to 
the river to collect fish to feed the young.
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Several pockets of remnant woodland are located throughout 
the campus, a relic of the Victorian Plassey Estate. Woodland 
along the main avenue and on drier ground to the south of 
the River Shannon is indicative of long-established woodland 
of alkaline soils.  Springtime produces a rich ground flora of 
bluebells, wood anemone, wild garlic and ferns.

Wood Anemone
Anemone nemorosa 

Bluebell
Hyacinthoides non-scripta

Wild Garlic
Allium ursinum 

Bristle Fern
Polystichum setiferum
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Mushrooms, toadstools, 
molds, yeasts and truffles 
all belong to the group 
of organisms known 
as fungi.  While they 
are active throughout 
the year they make 
their presence known 
when they produce 
‘mushrooms’ that 
emerge from the 
soil or ‘brackets’ that 
appear on rotting trees or 
fallen branches.  In autumn, 
particularly in the wooded areas 
of UL, you can see many of these 
mushrooms and brackets. 

Examine the tree trunks as you walk past 
them. The sycamores and maples near the 
drop-down point to the Glucksman Library 
and around Plassey House have many types 
of lichen growing on them. Lichens are an 

example of “symbiosis”, where two types of organism live together. The main 
body of the lichen is a fungus. Living inside is a green alga, which provides 
nutrients for the fungus. Lichens are used for monitoring the quality of the 
air. Put briefly, the more leafy (“foliose”) lichens indicate better air quality. 
The lichens on Plassey Campus are quite foliose and diverse – so breathe in 
and enjoy the clean air.

Lilac Fibrecap
Inocybe geophylla var. lilacina

Often found in the wooded areas 
along the riverbank

Weeping Widow  
Lacrymaria lacrymabunda

An edible fungus found on many of 
the lawns around campus
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Mute Swan

These are the common swans you see on 
the Shannon throughout the year. You 

will see nesting swans on the little 
islands from the Living Bridge during 
the breeding season. Then you will 
see the young swans (cygnets). 
Later in the year the young swans 
will be almost the same size as their 
parents, but with dark feathers. As 

their name suggests, these swans are 
very quiet.

Whooper Swan
During the winter, but especially in November 

/ December, you may be lucky enough to see swans 
which make a lot of honking noise. These are migrant swans that come to 
Ireland for the winter.

Cormorant
Cormorants are marine fish-eating birds which 

have begun to move inland in recent years. You 
will frequently see them from the Living Bridge. 
If you get a good view, you will see that their 
black plumage has a coppery-sheen.

Moorhens and Coots 
Moorhens and coots are common along 

the banks of the Shannon around the 
campus. The moorhen (pictured) has 
red around the beak and flashes of 
white near the tail. The coots are 
larger, are very noisy in the breeding 
season and have a white forehead.

Greylag Goose
Usually, the greylag goose is a rare winter visitor (like the 
whooper swan). However, these grey coloured geese have 
escaped and are now living in the wild and breeding along the 
Shannon (“feral” = escaped population living in the wild).

Walking
Trails

Extending to 134 hectares (332 acres), 
the University campus is known for its 
extensive parkland and riverside setting. 
A network of over 14km of interconnecting 
pathways and trails provides the leisure 
walker with ample opportunity to engage 
with and experience the landscape and 
environment of the campus. Pathways 
north and south of the river make their 
way through riparian meadow and 
woodland while expansive views of the 
river can be had from the Living Bridge 
and University Bridge. See the whooper 
swans arrive for winter, lampreys spawn in 
May, swans and ducks nest and raise their 
young through the summer months. 

The landscape around the core of the 
University has extensive lawns bounded 
by mature woodland with walkways alive 
with a symphony of birdsong and woodland 
wildflowers in spring while autumn turns 
the landscape into a vibrant spectrum of 
luscious warm tones.
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Mushrooms, toadstools, 
molds, yeasts and truffles 
all belong to the group 
of organisms known 
as fungi.  While they 
are active throughout 
the year they make 
their presence known 
when they produce 
‘mushrooms’ that 
emerge from the 
soil or ‘brackets’ that 
appear on rotting trees or 
fallen branches.  In autumn, 
particularly in the wooded areas 
of UL, you can see many of these 
mushrooms and brackets. 

Examine the tree trunks as you walk past 
them. The sycamores and maples near the 
drop-down point to the Glucksman Library 
and around Plassey House have many types 
of lichen growing on them. Lichens are an 

example of “symbiosis”, where two types of organism live together. The main 
body of the lichen is a fungus. Living inside is a green alga, which provides 
nutrients for the fungus. Lichens are used for monitoring the quality of the 
air. Put briefly, the more leafy (“foliose”) lichens indicate better air quality. 
The lichens on Plassey Campus are quite foliose and diverse – so breathe in 
and enjoy the clean air.

Lilac Fibrecap
Inocybe geophylla var. lilacina

Often found in the wooded areas 
along the riverbank

Weeping Widow  
Lacrymaria lacrymabunda

An edible fungus found on many of 
the lawns around campus
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Mute Swan

These are the common swans you see on 
the Shannon throughout the year. You 

will see nesting swans on the little 
islands from the Living Bridge during 
the breeding season. Then you will 
see the young swans (cygnets). 
Later in the year the young swans 
will be almost the same size as their 
parents, but with dark feathers. As 

their name suggests, these swans are 
very quiet.

Whooper Swan
During the winter, but especially in November 

/ December, you may be lucky enough to see swans 
which make a lot of honking noise. These are migrant swans that come to 
Ireland for the winter.

Cormorant
Cormorants are marine fish-eating birds which 

have begun to move inland in recent years. You 
will frequently see them from the Living Bridge. 
If you get a good view, you will see that their 
black plumage has a coppery-sheen.

Moorhens and Coots 
Moorhens and coots are common along 

the banks of the Shannon around the 
campus. The moorhen (pictured) has 
red around the beak and flashes of 
white near the tail. The coots are 
larger, are very noisy in the breeding 
season and have a white forehead.

Greylag Goose
Usually, the greylag goose is a rare winter visitor (like the 
whooper swan). However, these grey coloured geese have 
escaped and are now living in the wild and breeding along the 
Shannon (“feral” = escaped population living in the wild).

Walking
Trails

Extending to 134 hectares (332 acres), 
the University campus is known for its 
extensive parkland and riverside setting. 
A network of over 14km of interconnecting 
pathways and trails provides the leisure 
walker with ample opportunity to engage 
with and experience the landscape and 
environment of the campus. Pathways 
north and south of the river make their 
way through riparian meadow and 
woodland while expansive views of the 
river can be had from the Living Bridge 
and University Bridge. See the whooper 
swans arrive for winter, lampreys spawn in 
May, swans and ducks nest and raise their 
young through the summer months. 

The landscape around the core of the 
University has extensive lawns bounded 
by mature woodland with walkways alive 
with a symphony of birdsong and woodland 
wildflowers in spring while autumn turns 
the landscape into a vibrant spectrum of 
luscious warm tones.
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Mute Swan

These are the common swans you see on 
the Shannon throughout the year. You 

will see nesting swans on the little 
islands from the Living Bridge during 
the breeding season. Then you will 
see the young swans (cygnets). 
Later in the year the young swans 
will be almost the same size as their 
parents, but with dark feathers. As 

their name suggests, these swans are 
very quiet.

Whooper Swan
During the winter, but especially in November 

/ December, you may be lucky enough to see swans 
which make a lot of honking noise. These are migrant swans that come to 
Ireland for the winter.

Cormorant
Cormorants are marine fish-eating birds which 

have begun to move inland in recent years. You 
will frequently see them from the Living Bridge. 
If you get a good view, you will see that their 
black plumage has a coppery-sheen.

Moorhens and Coots 
Moorhens and coots are common along 

the banks of the Shannon around the 
campus. The moorhen (pictured) has 
red around the beak and flashes of 
white near the tail. The coots are 
larger, are very noisy in the breeding 
season and have a white forehead.

Greylag Goose
Usually, the greylag goose is a rare winter visitor (like the 
whooper swan). However, these grey coloured geese have 
escaped and are now living in the wild and breeding along the 
Shannon (“feral” = escaped population living in the wild).

Walking
Trails

Extending to 134 hectares (332 acres), 
the University campus is known for its 
extensive parkland and riverside setting. 
A network of over 14km of interconnecting 
pathways and trails provides the leisure 
walker with ample opportunity to engage 
with and experience the landscape and 
environment of the campus. Pathways 
north and south of the river make their 
way through riparian meadow and 
woodland while expansive views of the 
river can be had from the Living Bridge 
and University Bridge. See the whooper 
swans arrive for winter, lampreys spawn in 
May, swans and ducks nest and raise their 
young through the summer months. 

The landscape around the core of the 
University has extensive lawns bounded 
by mature woodland with walkways alive 
with a symphony of birdsong and woodland 
wildflowers in spring while autumn turns 
the landscape into a vibrant spectrum of 
luscious warm tones.



Kingfisher
The kingfisher is a small bird – about the size of 
a starling. They are reasonably common along 
the river bank, but you need to be patient, 
and probably on your own without a dog, to 
get a glimpse of one. And a quick glimpse is 
all you will get! But if you choose a quiet time 
and keep a keen eye on the bank, e.g. from 
the Living Bridge, you may be lucky to see one 
flashing by.

Treecreeper
Treecreepers are small birds which are fairly common in Ireland, but rarely 
seen. They climb upwards (not downwards) on trees and collect small 
insects and spiders as food. However, at UL, some of them treat the brick 
buildings as trees and you will see them climbing up the walls. They have 
also nested in the crevices between bricks. Take a look around Block A 
(when you have finished listening to the nesting herons).

Swallow / House Martin / Sand Martin and Swift
All four of these species can be seen on the campus. 
The swallows (red  faced) frequently nest under 
archways (e.g. the Student Centre). House 
Martins (white rump) build mud nests on 
the outside of buildings. Sand Martins 
(brownish with white underneath) nest in 
holes burrowed into the banks of rivers 
and are common along the Shannon. 
Swifts (all black) are the largest of 
these four species and can be 
heard screaming as they fly high 
overhead during May to August.

Mallard
These are probably the most 
common wild duck in Ireland. 
The male (drake) is the one 
with the green head and the 
female (duck) is speckled brown.

Heron
Grey herons are a common bird seen 
in wetlands around the country. 
However, UL is very lucky to have 

its own heronry – where herons nest 
at the tops of tall trees. If you are 

around the tall trees near Block A from 
March to May, you will hear the squawking 

sounds of the nesting adults and young. Once 
the chicks have emerged, you will see the adults making regular trips to 
the river to collect fish to feed the young.
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Several pockets of remnant woodland are located throughout 
the campus, a relic of the Victorian Plassey Estate. Woodland 
along the main avenue and on drier ground to the south of 
the River Shannon is indicative of long-established woodland 
of alkaline soils.  Springtime produces a rich ground flora of 
bluebells, wood anemone, wild garlic and ferns.

Wood Anemone
Anemone nemorosa 

Bluebell
Hyacinthoides non-scripta

Wild Garlic
Allium ursinum 

Bristle Fern
Polystichum setiferum
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Sea Lamprey
Lampreys are a very primitive 

fish without a jaw. The young 
are produced in inland rivers. 
The young migrate to the 
sea where they become 
adults. They develop sucking 
mouthparts which they use 
to suck blood from other fish. 

After a few years the adults 
return to the rivers to breed. 

The breeding behaviour can be 
seen from the Living Bridge from 

the end of May to the end of June 
each year. 

The breeding adults can be up to a metre in length and you might see four 
or five adults actively moving rocks to make their spawning site. To see 
this properly, you need a day with low clear water and ideally good light. 
They are usually in the main stream of the river.

Frog
Most of the year, frogs are 

dispersed around the campus. 
However, during the breeding 
season (early to mid-February, 
approximately), many frogs 
congregate for breeding under 
the Living Bridge near the 

Health Sciences Building.

Otter
Otters can be seen on the campus. However, they are very shy. 
Your best chances are to be on your own, no dog, and to scan 
the banks of the river towards dusk.

BLOCK E

BLOCK D

BLOCK C
BLOCK B

BLOCK A

PLASSEY HOUSE

10

11

12

24

25

27

28

29

13

18

16

15

14

20

17

22

23

26

3

4

5

6
7

8

9

1

2

31

32
33

30

21

19



Fox
Foxes are frequently 
seen on the campus, 
usually in the early 
morning or late 
evening / dusk.

Bats are frequently seen at dusk during summer. The roof of the 
Glucksman Library Building houses a small colony of Leisler’s bat. 
Pipistrelles are common around the campus at dusk. Those with bat 
detectors should be able to find other species (e.g. around the river).

Bat
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Botanical Name Common Name

Cupressus macrocarpa Monterey Cypress

Fagus sylvatica ‘Pendula’ Weeping Beech

Juglans nigra Walnut

Nothofagus antarctica Southern Beech

Betula utilis var. jacquemontii Himalayan Birch

Cedrus deodara Deodar Cedar

Aesculus x carnea ‘Briotti’ Red Horse Chestnut

Aesculus x carnea ‘Briotti’ Red Horse Chestnut

Chamaecyparis lawsonia ‘Erecta Viridis’ Lawson’s Cypress ‘Erecta Viridis’

Tilia x europea Common Lime

Fagus sylvatica ‘Riversii’ Dark Purple Beech

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore

Castanea sativa Spanish Chestnut

Nothofagus procera Rauli Beech

Tilia x petiolaris Weeping Silver Lime

Fagus sylvatica ‘Dawyck’ Dawyck Beech

Pinus wallichiana Bhutan Pine

Quercus palustris Pin Oak

Cedrus atlantica f. glauca Blue Atlas Cedar

Thuja plicata ‘Zebrina’ Western Red Cedar ‘Zebrina’

Chamaecyparis lawsonia f. argentea Lawson’s Cypress

Araucaria araucana Monkey Puzzle

Pinus nigra Corsican Pine

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore

Ilex aquifolium Holly

Cedrus atlantica f. glauca Blue Atlas Cedar

Sequoiadendron giganteum Giant Redwood

Pinus radiata Monterey Pine

Cupressus macrocarpa Monterey Cypress (group with heronry)

Fagus sylvatica var. heterophylla Fern-leaved Beech

Metasequoia glyptostroboides Dawn Redwood

Cedrus atlantica f. glauca Blue Atlas Cedar

Aesculus hippocastanum Horse Chestnut
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The campus landscape has developed 
around the original “open parkland” 
landscape associated with Plassey House. 
Sweeping lawns with exotic/introduced 
specimen trees bounded by natural 
woodland are typical of the landscape 
tradition associated with estates of the 
Victorian era. Consideration and assessment 
of the historical landscape context has been 
integral in the evolvement of the campus. 
While many of the original mature trees 
were removed before the inception of UL, 
there are a number of significant survivors 
which are immensely important and are a 
strong link to the historical landscape.

Since the inception of the University, 
additional planting of both exotic and native 
species in its parkland setting has been 
undertaken. Many of these trees are now of 
significant stature to warrant inclusion in the 
development of the University Arboretum.

Arboretum
The University of Limerick
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Cupressus macrocarpa

Located in the close 
behind Plassey House, this 
is undoubtedly the most 
impressive tree on campus. 
Introduced to Ireland in the 
middle 1800s, Monterey Cypress 
is native to two small groves 
near Carmel, California. In its 
native habitat the tree is low-
growing and scrubby. Only in 
environments such as here and 
New Zealand can these giants 
be found. Our specimen has a 
girth greater than 9.0 metres 
and is approximately 30 metres 
high. It has suffered some storm 
damage in recent years. The 
limbs were cable-braced to 
prevent damage should a limb 
fail. The tree is climbed and 
inspected on an annual basis. 

Riparian Woodland
The woodland along the River Shannon and particularly on the north 
bank and islands is an example of one of Ireland’s rarest woodland types.  
Willow and alder are the dominant tree species. The woodland is protected 
under EU leglislation and is part of the Lower River Shannon, Special Area 
of Conservation. These woodlands are biodiversity hotspots and are an 
important part of the ecology of the river system. 
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Damselfly
Damselflies and the larger 

dragonflies spend most of their 
life as larvae in the river. They 
emerge during the summer 
months when they are quite easy 
to see along the bank of the 
river. The male of the damselfly 
(pictured on the front cover) has 

beautifully banded wings. This is 
the female, which does not have 

the bands on the wings.

Ant
From late spring until autumn, if you examine the spaces around the 
paving slabs on the campus, you will see fresh movements of sandy 
material. This is the result of nest building by ants – these nests are of the 
black garden ant. For most of the year, the colony consists of wingless 
workers. However, winged males (which are very small) and winged 
females (which are much larger) fly out for mating on warm evenings 
during late July and early August.

Insect Larvae
Many insects spend their larval life 
in freshwater. However, you need 
wellington boots and a net to see them. 
The picture shows the larvae of stone 
flies (two tails) and mayflies (three 
tails). Fishermen will also be familiar 
with sedge flies (or caddis flies). The 

insect larvae in the River Shannon also 
include those of the banded damselfly.  

The adults fly from mid-June to August and 
are easy to see on the bankside vegetation on 

fine days.
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Butterfly
Many species of 
butterfly can 
be seen on the 
campus. This is 
the speckled wood, 
which is common 
throughout the 
summer.

Bees and Wasps
Due to the many varieties of 

wildflowers throughout the 
campus, bumblebees and wasps are 

important as pollinators of many 
species of plants.  Carder bees 

live in moss-covered nests on the 
ground surface.
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Dawn Redwood
Metasequoia glyptostroboides

Located to the east of Block A, the 
Dawn Redwood is a fascinating 
tree. Originally only known through 
fossils, a single living grove was 
discovered in China in 1946. Until 
the 1990s all cultivated trees were 
derived from three trees that were 
brought to the Arnold Arboretum, 
Harvard University and distributed 
from there.  It is a deciduous 
conifer which turns a wonderful 
orange colour in autumn followed 
by soft green foliage in spring.

Giant Redwood
Sequoiadendron giganteum

Located to the east of Block A, 
the Giant Redwood is native to 
the Sierra Nevada in California 
and can grow to over 80m, live to 
over 3000 years and is the largest 
living tree on earth. Introduced to 
Europe in 1853 our specimen is 
approximately 30 metres tall. Apart 
from its size it is notable for its soft 
spongy bark, which can be punched 
easily. This gives it fire resistance in 
its native environment. Our tree has 
its very own treecreeper, which can 
often be seen working its way up 
the trunk from the base, flying down 
and climbing up again. Introduced 
Redwoods are a favoured nesting 
site for these birds. 
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welcome
The University of Limerick is privileged to be situated on a site 
so rich in flora and fauna.  We consider ourselves the fortunate 
custodians of this beautiful biodiverse landscape, which now 
spans the counties of Limerick and Clare and is enhanced by 
the noble River Shannon running through it.  As such, the 
University’s landscape, which has been expanded and enhanced 
in the last 40 years, was designed around the natural beauty of 
the campus and the complex ecosystem that surrounds us. 

The information and history contained in this brochure outlines 
the flora and fauna gracing our grounds, the stories of which 
I think reflect the diverse and international campus we strive 
to create and maintain. As our campus expands it is important 
that we continue to conserve and protect its natural beauty 
and share it with those around Limerick and its environs. The 
UL campus is open to all, a public space for visitors, staff and 
students to explore and enjoy. I sincerely hope that this map 
encourages you to come and explore all that the University of 
Limerick campus has to offer.

I’d like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the wonderful 
photographs within the pages of this booklet, which were taken 
by current and past members of staff. All photos were taken at 
UL and illustrate effectively the biodiversity of the campus.  I 
would also like thank those whose expertise and knowledge
formed the basis of the booklet: John Breen, Associate 
Professor in Biology; Pat O’Neill, Grounds Superintendent; Tom 
Harrington, Lecturer in Biology; Kevin Johnson, Senior AV 

Technician; and Richard O’Hanlon, PhD UL.
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