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This year, the first undergraduate students in BSc Paramedic Studies have graduated. The course is the
first of its kind in Ireland and remains the only CAO option for students who wish to undertake a BSc
Paramedic Studies on the island of Ireland. Year 1 saw the students immersed in pre-hospital problem-
based learning, with practical skills education delivered in an environment of high-fidelity simulation and
multidisciplinary scenario-based learning. In semester 2, they were welcomed onto placement sites,
including the National Ambulance Service, Limerick Fire Service, University Hospital Limerick, University
Maternity Hospital Limerick, Ennis hospital, St. Gabriel’s and McGarry House. In year 2, the students set off
for Liverpool, to put the theory and simulation into practice. This 52-week internship placement proved to
be a huge success, with very positive reports from the students and the placement provider alike. Having
successfully acquired their PHECC paramedic licences at the end of Year 2, the students merged with a
cohort of practitioner entrants in Year 3, completing their final two years with their new colleagues. Having
successfully completed the programme this summer, the new graduates are currently working in a variety
of locations. Some are at home in Ireland with the National Ambulance Service, some with Irish private
ambulance companies and many, who chose to remain in the UK, have successfully achieved HCPC
registration. These are employed as paramedics in Liverpool and beyond. Wherever they are, they are
flying the flag for Paramedic Studies and we wish them every success in their future careers.

EHS Recipients of the President’s Staff Excellence Award: Dr Khalifa Elmusharaf; Professor Liam Glynn/Dr
Michael O’Callaghan (School of Medicine) and Dr Raymond Lynch (EHS ADAA, School of Education). 

The Dept of Physical Education and Sport Science is ranked in the World Top 100 (51-100) in the
Shanghai Global Rankings of Sport Science Schools ad Departments for 2020



The School of Education (lead and contract holder) successfully tendered for a new contract for
School Leadership in partnership with UCD and NUIG and was successful in December. This
award was € 3.6 million.  The SoE is the national leader in leadership, a centre to showcase this
and draw further funding would be strategically apt.

School of Education (SoE) are very proud of a strong postgraduate performance with 280 students
completing a postgraduate diploma in leadership in December 2020, with 46 Masters students
completed in December 2020.
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The School of Education is ranked 126-150 in the Times Higher World Rankings.

The Junior Health Science Academy – Early Careers Event is to take place in March. This annual
event will focus on Transition Year students in the Midwest and it will showcase careers in Clinical
Healthcare. The HSA has secured funding from Q Exchange to fund this venture for the next three
years.

UL’s Healthy Heroes, comprising students from the Schools of Medicine and Allied Health and
Departments of Psychology, and Life Sciences, have won the Irish Healthcare Student Project of
the Year Award! UL Healthy Heroes is a programme that promotes healthy living and overall well-
being in school-aged children. This one-day event consisted of stations with topics such as healthy
eating, exercise, mental health, medicine, and basic concepts of cell biology. At these stations,
children were taught about the importance of prioritising their health and the ways in which they
can do this. These stations were organised by UL students in Medicine, Physiotherapy, Psychology,
Biology, and Dietetics. This interdisciplinary approach to the programme allows children to learn
about the various professions that play a role in healthcare teams. The primary goal of this
programme is to promote the development of healthy lifestyles in an accessible and age-appropriate
way. The programme consists of five stations: Cell Explorers: Led by students who received station-
focused training (medical and non-medical students). Functional Movement and Exercise: Lead by
students from Physiotherapy, Mental Health: Lead by students from Psychology. Food is Fuel: Lead
by students from Dietetics and Medicine: Lead by Year 1 and Year 2 School of Medicine students.

ACHIEVEMENTS
Irish Healthcare Awards



Dr Khalifa Elmusharaf has steered the new School of Medicine MSc Public Health Programme to
a very successful beginning in August 2020 and has made a significant contribution to enhancing
education in UL to a model that is student centred, competency and project based, and
experiential with collaborative on-campus learning. He designed an innovative curriculum that
equips students with marketable and transferable skills which was the first in Ireland to be
accredited by European Agency for Public Health Education Accreditation APHEA. The very first
cohort of graduates of the Masters in Health Professions Education of the University of Limerick
School of Medicine were recently conferred in absentia. We would especially like to acknowledge
their achievement in completing their research projects and dissertations during such a
challenging time for practising healthcare professionals.

SoE successfully completed semester 1 of the new International fully online International
Masters in Leadership with students from Italy, UAE, Ireland, Germany and Qatar.

 

Dr Pauline Meskell (Nursing & Midwifery) is co-applicant on a successful DIFA grant application
for a randomised control trial. Prof Gene Dempsey from UCC is the PI. The award is €982,646. The
RCT is SAFEBoosC III Safeguarding the Brain Of Our Smallest Children – an open-label phase-III
randomised trial of cerebral oximetry combined with a treatment guideline versus treatment as
usual in premature infants. Pauline is leading a SWAT in the project and Maria Noonan will
be working on the team also.

Dr Darragh Bradshaw and Dr Anca Minsecu (PSY) received an SFI funding award of € 50,000 to
fund the Digital Awareness programme targeting second-level students.  

Dr Amanda Clifford (SAH) was awarded HRB Definitive Interventions and Feasibility Awards
(DIFA) 2020: € 378,000 "Mindful: Music and Dance For Older Adults: The Feasibility of an Arts
Based Health. This is a prestigious award and highly competitive. Congratulations to Dr Clifford.
      
The Simulation in Nursing and Midwifery (SINM) project team was successful in the National
Forum/HEA funding, SATLE 2020 call. The project is a continuation of the existing SINM project
for a further academic year. The project will advance from a scoping project phase (SATLE 2019)
towards a capacity building phase (SATLE 2020), aiming to scale up to wider implementation of
simulation. Team:  Liz Kingston (lead), Mairead Moloney, Kathleen Markey (co-applicants) and
team Owen Doody, Therese Hennessey, Anne Fahy, Sandra Atkinson, Pauline Meskell and
external collaborators, Louise Murphy, Suzanne Jackman, Mark Johnson and Karina O’Sullivan.
Award Amount: € 49,967.

Dr Antonio Calderon (PESS) was awarded one of the UL projects to fund as part of the Strategic
Alignment of Teaching and Learning Enhancement (SATLE) Funding 2020 (National Forum
and Higher Education Authority). €31,511, it will run for 18 months, starting in January.

Dr. Ann Marie Young (Director School Placement) received a TREX teaching award.

AWARDS
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Professor Anne MacFarlane (SoM) was keynote speaker for the World Health Organisation
'Symposium on Heath Literacy and Health Communication Among Refugees and Migrants'
on 10th Dec 2020. The webinar was for governmental and healthcare stakeholders working with
Syrian refugees in Turkey. Her presentation was an evidence synthesis, prepared by the PPI
Research Unit, about supporting communication between migrants and their health care
providers.

Professor Anne MacFarlane (SoM) was invited by the World Health Organisation to deliver a
lecture on their e-learning platform to support an initiative aiming to develop capacity in public
health aspects of migration in Turkey. The lecture topic was the communication challenges
faced by migrant and refugee groups regarding health-related issues and how to promote
communication between refugees and migrants’ communities and the host population. 
       
Dr Pauline Boland (SAH) has been appointed substitute Irish member for the Management
Committee for European Cost Action CA19136 - International Interdisciplinary Network on
Smart Healthy Age-friendly Environments. Pauline has also been invited as invited expert
panel member on National Standard Development ISO/DIS 23623 Ageing Societies -
Framework for Dementia Inclusive Communities.
     
Denise Roche (PSY) was invited to join the new APEX (Academic and Professional
Empowerment Network) Advisory Committee as one of their 11 advisors. The committee was
inundated with expressions of interests from so many staff who have a passion and interest in
the area of Human Rights, Equality, Diversity and Inclusion in UL.

 between UL and the HSE has received well-deserved recognition as the winner of the
Outstanding Collaboration in the President’s Research Excellence and Impact Awards. This
collaboration has benefited patients dealing with multidrug-resistant infections, patients with
cystic fibrosis and those with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Collectively, the
team has delivered research findings that would not have been possible except for their shared
aspirations and multidisciplinary knowledge. 

In conjunction with colleagues from the School of Medicine, President's Staff Excellence Award
winners Prof Liam Glynn and Dr. Michael O’Callaghan founded #COVIDWATCHIRL, the social
media and web presence, which has tracked the COVID-19 pandemic in Ireland. They have been
publishing daily/weekly comparative data since the beginning of the outbreak on
#COVIDWATCHIRL and on the University of Limerick website https://www.ul.ie/covid-
home/covidwatchirl. The focus of this endeavour has been to attempt to drive the behavioural
change required of our campus community and country to combat COVID-19.

MARKERS OF ESTEEM
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Research Excellence and Impact Awards:
Outstanding Collaboration Winner led by Prof Colum
Dunne, Foundation Chair and Director of Research,
School of Medicine, a decade-long partnership 


