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The following procedures apply:

1.
All postgraduate applications are considered at a meeting (PGR – Postgraduate Research) on the first Tuesday of each month (except August). Prior to that meeting, the application form has to be processed by the Research Admissions Office. 

2.
Submit all applications to Research Admissions Office (Room F2-013; phone 233285). If posting application please use following address: 

                        Sinead.Cooney

                        Research Admissions Office

                        Foundation Building

                        University of Limerick

3.   Please note applications should not come through the department offices or the Faculty Office.    We will NOT be responsible for chasing signatures or forms submitted.

4.
The Application Proposal will be reviewed by the Faculty Research Committee during the week prior to the PGR meeting.  Only those applications that have been processed by the Research Admissions Office will be reviewed by the Faculty Research Committee. 

5.
In order for an application to be processed the following is required:

1. Research Postgraduate Application Form – signed by the student (section 20), signed by the Head of Department (Section 24) 

a. copies of degree certificates and 
b. English language competency to be included (were required)

2. Proposed Research Programme – each section to be filled in and signed by the Supervisor(s)

3. Postgraduate Agreement Form – to be signed by the Student and Head of Department (Full time students only)

4. Financial Aid Form  - to be signed by the Student, Supervisor and Head of Department

5. Scholarship Declaration Form – to accompany the Financial Aid Form if one is being submitted.
Relevant Forms
Research Postgraduate Application Form (pdf format)
Research Postgraduate Application Form (word format)
Proposed Research Programme
Postgraduate Agreement Form
Financial Aid Form


Scholarship Declaration Form
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Proposed Research Programme (Sample)
The Faculty of Science &  Engineering Research Committee vets all applications in detail in an endeavour to protect a variety of interests.  Students need to be protected against excessive enthusiasms of academics who are keen to progress research and hope that things will fall into place.  Academics need the same protection, and against getting themselves into problems where the student may sue if things do not work out the way they had expected.  UL needs to be protected to ensure that these problems do not arise, and to ensure that an adequate standard of work is likely to result.  

It is essential that the proposed supervisor be named, that the Account No. for payment of fees and student stipend is specified (or suitable alternatives e.g. letter of commitment from parent), that the Financial Aid form be signed by all parties including the Head of Department, and that the application form be signed by the latter.  Finally the Proposed Research Programme (item 19 (i), (ii), (iii) and (iv) on the form) must be completed as specified elsewhere. All aspects must be addressed and it must be specific. A brief example is added below.

Background:  Musculoskeletal injuries result from a combination of joint angle, force, repetition rate, and time for recovery.  The relative contribution of each is unknown.  This work will combine field data from local companies and experimental work. Discomfort implies probable injury later.

Objectives: to relate variables of joint movement and loading to the degree of discomfort of the operator, to derive equations to estimate discomfort scores from data produced by a computer man-model, real world validation of the results.

Work to be done: collect data on joint angles of operators in real work situations, get operators to score the degree of discomfort of various body parts for a variety of situations, replicate these conditions in the lab, use curve fitting techniques to develop equations relating these to one another, write software in LabVIEW to read data from the man-model and to calculate body part discomfort scores, validate these on real operators in real jobs.

Methods to be used: make video recordings of real operators in typical jobs, analyse video data by means of The Observer tape analysis system, use solid state Penny & Giles goniometers for measuring difficult to observe joint angles, access computer libraries for curve fitting routines, use LabVIEW for computer programs to produce estimates, compare estimates with measures on real operators in local companies.

Novel aspects: currently there are no such equations; information available is scattered, in various formats, and difficult to use; at present it is not possible to make these estimates from existing man-models; the results will provide design data for workplace design.

Scientific or Engineering theoretical issue(s) addressed: estimation of discomfort scores from a virtual design, equations to relating job design parameters to discomfort scores, integration of these into the complete design of human workplaces. 

