The voice of reality[image: ]

"As a researcher currently working at UL, I understand the day-to-day challenges our community faces. I am running to ensure the Governing Authority hears a realistic, first-hand perspective on research life. My priority is to be a persistent advocate for better integration, clearer communication, and professional respect for all research staff."
Dr. Jeremiah Stanley


A Message to the UL Research Community

Subject: A Representative Voice for the Reality of Research at UL

Dear Colleagues,
I’m Jeremiah Stanley, a Marie Curie Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Bernal Biolabs. I’m asking for your vote to represent research staff on the UL Governing Authority and to ensure our voices are heard where it matters.

Why am I running?
The Governing Authority makes decisions that shape the future of our university. However, as research staff, our daily experiences can often feel disconnected from high-level governance. I am standing for election because I believe our representative should be someone who is currently doing the groundwork, someone who understands the specific challenges of navigating systems, meeting project milestones, and managing the pressures and uncertainties of a research career.

What I will bring to the Governing Authority
· A Persistent, Realistic Voice: I am not here to make corporate promises. My role will be to ensure that when the Governing Authority discusses strategic plans, they are reminded of the practical impact those decisions have on researchers. I will be a voice for the "researcher reality."
· Focus on Integration: Research staff are vital to UL’s success, yet we can often feel like a transient community due to the short-term nature of funding and our contracts. I will advocate for better integration of researchers into the wider university culture, ensuring we have the same sense of belonging and support as any other staff group.
· Improved Communication: I want to bridge the gap between the Boardroom and the research lab. I will push for more transparent communication so that the research staff know what decisions are being made that affect our working lives.
· Advocacy for Professional Respect: Regardless of our category or contract length, every researcher contributes to UL’s reputation. I will champion the need for consistent professional support and emphasize visibility for research staff in university-wide initiatives.
· Novel Cross-Disciplinary Idea Exchange: Sometimes, the best scientific ideas emerge in informal moments. Be it quick chats over coffee, spontaneous discussions over lunch, or light-hearted banter over a pint, we all have those moments when a great idea surfaces but never quite takes shape. I’d like to explore creating an ‘idea corner’, a cross-disciplinary space where researchers can voice both scientific and entrepreneurial ideas, discuss them informally, and collaboratively turn those sparks into something real.

My Commitment to You
I know I will be one voice on a large board, but I promise to be a persistent and realistic voice representing the daily experiences and professional needs of researchers. I will be approachable, listen to your concerns, and bring the honest perspective of our research community to the decision-making table.
UL’s research is world-class because of the people behind it, and that is us. I will be tenacious in making sure the Governing Authority hears us, understands us, and keeps our voices at the heart of every strategic decision.

Sincerely,
Jeremiah Stanley
https://pure.ul.ie/en/persons/jeremiah-sundararaj-stanleyraj/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jeremiah-stanley-36b119274/
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