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Faculty of Education and Health Sciences (EHS)  
Enhanced EU Research Funding (Round 2) 
Accelerator Programme 2026
The Executive Dean of Education and Health Sciences is pleased to announce Round 2 of the Enhanced EU Research Funding Accelerator Programme, an initiative designed to support academics in the development of competitive European funding applications.
The programme provides targeted wraparound support for academics seeking to develop competitive applications for major Horizon Europe funding opportunities, including European Research Council (ERC) grants, Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) Doctoral Networks, and collaborative Horizon Europe research projects.
The “Accelerator Programme” aims to strengthen the Faculty’s European research profile, increase participation in European funding programmes, foster international research collaboration, and build long term research capacity. This programme represents an enhanced level of faculty support for a limited number of applications (6) during this round. 
Note: Participation in the EHS Enhanced EU Research Funding Accelerator Programme is not a requirement for the submission of Horizon Europe or other European funding applications. Applicants who are not selected for the Programme remain fully eligible to apply for European funding and may continue to access the University's standard research development supports.
Funding Opportunities Supported
Applications are invited from academics intending to develop proposals for one of the following funding schemes, where they will act as Principal Investigator (PI), Lead Applicant, or Project Coordinator and where the proposed funding request exceeds €600,000:
· Horizon Europe Collaborative (Consortium-Based) Research Projects
· European Research Council (ERC) Grants
· Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) Doctoral Networks

Tailored Support Package
As part of this programme, a tailored package of supports may include the following:
· Academic Buy-out Support
Provision of academic buy-out support (cost up to Assistant Professor-level for six months) for successful EHS Enhanced EU Grant Accelerator Programme participants
· Administrative Support
For capacity building purposes and process knowledge retention, Schools and Departments provide dedicated administrative (up to 0.5 day per week) support for the successful EHS Enhanced EU Grant Accelerator Programme participant for the duration of this round (if required). 
· Coaching
3 x 1-hour sessions for each academic on accelerator programme with accredited professional coach
· Project Management Support
Provision of a dedicated research Project Manager to support applications for EU Consortium grants (Coordinator & Partner roles) and Doctoral Network proposals, including development, coordination and submission.
· Grant Writing Support
VIP access to existing grant writing and editing supports through the EHS Research Funding Officer and the Research Office EU Research funding team
· Enterprise Ireland (EI) External support
Individual application for EI support funds must be made and secured by each of the six successful Accelerator applicants prior to availing of internal supports, ensuring accountability in submission within specified timeframe.
Eligibility Criteria
To be considered for support under the Programme, applicants must meet the following eligibility criteria:
· Be a mid-career or senior academic member of staff within the Faculty of Education and Health Sciences (EHS), University of Limerick
· Be eligible to act as Principal Investigator, Lead Applicant, or Project Coordinator under University and funder regulations.
· Applicants should normally be at least seven years post-PhD (with allowances for statutory leave in accordance with European Commission guidelines), demonstrate research independence, and have a track record appropriate to their career stage, with evidence of readiness to develop a competitive EU funding application.
· Have prior experience of securing research funding and/or participating in collaborative research projects at national and/or international level.
· Be actively developing a proposal for submission to a Horizon Europe funding call with a deadline in 2027 (or the next available eligible call where timing requires) and have submitted, or be in the process of submitting, an application to Enterprise Ireland for proposal development support or a travel grant.
· Be targeting one of the following funding schemes, with a requested award value exceeding €600,000:
· Horizon Europe Collaborative (Consortium-Based) Research Projects
· European Research Council (ERC) Grants
· Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) Doctoral Networks
· Be applying as the Principal Investigator (PI), Lead Applicant, or Project Coordinator, as appropriate.
· Have a well-developed proposal concept, including a defined target call, identified partners (where applicable), and a clear submission pathway. 
· Provide evidence of eligibility for the target funding call (on request)
· Demonstrate meaningful engagement with an existing or emerging consortium/network appropriate to the target call.
· Demonstrate a clear intention to submit the target funding application by the proposed deadline. Successful applicants may be required to provide periodic progress updates on proposal development.
· Have the endorsement of their Head of School/Department, including:
· commitment to providing up to six months of buyout support and/or research assistance for successful applicants; and
· support for participation in the Accelerator Programme.

Evaluation Criteria 
Applications will be assessed through a review process by a panel chaired by the Assistant Dean Research, EHS (Dean's nominee). The panel will evaluate and score submissions against the following criteria:
	1.Excellence: Quality and Originality of the Proposal (30%)
· Strength, originality, and ambition of the research idea 
· Clarity and coherence of research objectives and methodology 
· Degree of advancement beyond the current state of the art 
· Alignment with the objectives and requirements of the target Horizon Europe funding call

2. Implementation Capacity: Readiness, Feasibility and Leadership/Consortium Strength (20%) 
· Maturity of proposal development and readiness for submission 
· Credibility and realism of the proposed timeline and work plan 
· Evidence that the project can be successfully delivered within the requirements of the target funding scheme
· Likelihood of submission by the proposed target deadline

For collaborative / doctoral networks:
· Strength, complementarity, and credibility of consortium 
· Quality of partnerships and added value of collaboration 
· Clarity and strategic importance of the applicant's role within the consortium (Coordinator or equivalent leadership role advantageous)

For ERC applications:
· Evidence of research independence and intellectual leadership 
· Strength and coherence of the applicant's research trajectory 
· Evidence of the capacity to deliver a high-risk, high-gain research programme

3. Strategic Alignment and Positioning (20%)
· Alignment with Horizon Europe priorities and the objectives of the target funding scheme
· Fit with Faculty / School/Department / University research strategy 
· Added value in strengthening institutional EU funding profile and positioning 
· Responsiveness to the specific call objectives and wider European policy priorities, where applicable

4. Applicant Excellence and Track Record (20%)
· Quality and relevance of research outputs 
· Demonstrated ability to secure and manage competitive funding 
· Evidence of research independence and leadership 
· Progression and coherence of the applicant's research career trajectory

5. Impact and Added Value (10%)
· Strength and specificity of the anticipated academic, societal, policy, or innovation impact, as appropriate to the target funding scheme
· Clear pathway to dissemination, uptake, exploitation, or influence, where relevant
· Contribution to the Faculty's pipeline of competitive EU funding applications
· Longer-term potential for sustained engagement with European research funding

Notes: The assessment panel reserves the right to seek clarification, verify eligibility, and make recommendations based on the overall quality, strategic fit, and readiness of the application. In the event of applications receiving identical scores, preference may be given to applications demonstrating the greatest readiness for submission, strategic value to the Faculty and likelihood of securing external funding.




Review Panel
The review panel will include:
· Chair: Assistant Dean Research EHS (Dean’s nominee)
· Representative, Office of Vice President Research and Innovation 
· Two University of Limerick Horizon Europe grant holders (current or previous awardees)
· Two Senior Faculty Academics 

Notes: At least three of the review panel members will be external to the Faculty of EHS.
Review panel decisions are final, and no appeals process will apply. Panel members with a conflict of interest in relation to an application will not participate in the assessment or discussion of that application.

Feedback and Research Capacity Building
· Applicants whose proposals are assessed as being close to the funding threshold will receive written feedback.
· Successful Accelerator Programme 2026 awardees will be expected to contribute to wider Faculty research capacity-building activities by sharing knowledge and experience gained through the proposal development and application process. This may include mentoring colleagues, participating in research development activities, supporting consortium-building efforts, and contributing to future iterations of the Accelerator Programme where appropriate.


Submission
Applications should be submitted via email to: adr.ehs@ul.ie. Please read the call documents carefully before submission.
Deadline: 12 noon on Monday 11th January 2027
· Please title your email “EHS Enhanced EU Research Funding Accelerator Programme Call 2026”.
· Please submit your application as a single Microsoft Word document and 
save your application using the following filename format: FIRSTINITIAL.SURNAME_acceleratorR2_2026.docx
(e.g. E.JONES_acceleratorR2_2026.docx)
No applications received after the deadline will be accepted (this will be strictly enforced). 
Applicants will be notified about the outcome of their application at the end of January 2027.
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