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2026 Host Family Contract  

Homestay Requirements
As an English Education in Ireland recognised language school, the homestay accommodation requirements of the University of Limerick Language Centre (ULLC) are consistent with those of the Advisory Council for English Language Schools. Please read this information sheet before agreeing to the terms and conditions.

When providing a homestay, the primary requirement is that the student should be well looked after and treated as a member of the household during his/her stay. 

Please bear in mind that international students are in a new country and environment, are finding their feet, are not native speakers and are therefore vulnerable and may need a little TLC. ULLC, in line with the University of Limerick, is committed to principles of anti-racism and against all forms of discrimination, and expects the same from our host families and students. Please be aware that given the current climate in Ireland, students may face racism and harassment in Limerick. Obviously, this is a worst case scenario but something to be mindful of regarding your students’ welfare. The Language Centre staff are always available to support families and students.

Students want to learn as much English as possible while in Ireland. Host families can play a key role in encouraging them and increasing their confidence by communicating with them. 

In order for us not to place Language Centre students with other students who speak their language please inform us if you have other students when confirming your availability for hosting for us.

The following facilities should be available to the student:
· Single room with a comfortable bed and weekly change of bed linen;
· Reasonable access to laundry facilities allowed to student;
· Adequate space for clothes storage;
· Table and chair in bedroom for private study or access always to another room with facilities conducive to study;
· Adequate lighting and heating;
· Full access to bathroom, towels, amenities and bath or shower daily;
· Homes offering accommodation should be clean and well maintained throughout;  
· Please show your student how to get to/from the Language Centre.

Meals 
[bookmark: _Int_Vd5vr0Xl]Along with the facilities outlined above, full board (breakfast, packed lunch and dinner) must be provided 7 days. It is advisable to explain to students the arrangements your home has for mealtimes. Except for breakfast, when you may be busy, you and/or your family should have meals with the student. Under no circumstance should a student be regularly given evening meals separately to you/your family. 
ULLC Rules & Regulations 
Failure to comply with any of the following may result in a family being removed from ULLC’s accommodation list. 

· You must advise ULLC, on a regular basis, of any other students/guests/visitors staying in your home. 
· Host families are not allowed to make private arrangements about hosting ULLC students, e.g., reduced fees. The students are required to pay their fees directly to ULLC.
· Students who arrive as part of a group will need to be collected on arrival and dropped off on departure from a meeting point in Limerick. ULLC will advise of these arrangements in advance. In such circumstances, it is your responsibility to ensure the student is safely transferred to/from your home. 
· You must attend an annual meeting held by ULLC on campus at the end of each year where you will be expected to complete an application form if you wish to remain/become a host family. 
· Each member of the household needs to be Garda Vetted. 
· In the case of a breakdown in the relationship, please speak to us. It is a breach of this contract to tell us or a student at no notice they can no longer stay in your home. 


Garda Vetting
Garda Vetting is a procedure that organisations use to determine whether an individual, who is being considered for (in your case) providing student accommodation, has been prosecuted for or convicted of a crime. It is compulsory for all ULLC host families to be vetted. Anyone normally resident in the home (used to provide accommodation for ULLC students) must be Garda Vetted. If you (or a member of your household) have been vetted for any other organization e.g., teaching, a GAA club etc. it will not suffice. You need to be vetted for each role separately. If members of your household (over the age of 16) change at any stage, then it is your responsibility to ensure that they have been Garda Vetted by contacting the ULLC office. For more information, please contact the office. 

Payment
· Payment is €234 per week. 
· You will be paid for every night a student stays in your home. 
· [bookmark: _Int_A6XFmhkd]Payment is every 2 weeks into your bank account by the Finance Division of UL. 
· There are no advance payments. 
· Because UL Finance makes the payments every 2 weeks, you might not get 2 weeks payment on your first payment. You will receive this money in the next payment. 
· You will always receive full payment for the duration of the students stay, it just might come later depending on dates. 
· For example, for the year 2026, the first payment will be Friday January 9th and every two weeks after that. 
· In most cases the student booked with you will arrive as expected and stay for the period booked. However, in the event of a cancellation, ULLC will always try to find another student for you but, in these circumstances, cannot be held liable for the payment of any fees that would have been due. 

Student Allocation
This is currently completed by selecting a family that meets the student's requirements using the information held in our database. It is essential that you update us with relevant information on your household regularaly. 

Issues
[bookmark: _Int_rExyUDv4]Occasionally issues arise where either a student or a host family is not satisfied with the placement. In this case, ULLC will try to resolve the issues, but if this is not possible, the student will be moved. Payment will then be re-calculated to cover the actual nights hosted. 

Insurance
It is the responsibility of the host family to have adequate insurance in place to cover the student and any friend or visitor of the student to the host family home in the event of an accident or claim against the host family. ULLC does not assume any responsibility for any injuries suffered by the student or visitor while in the host family’s care. By accepting the student on these terms and conditions the host family indemnifies ULLC from and against all claims, causes, suits, or actions that may arise now or at any stage in the future in relation to the student. Should a situation arise where either the student or family believes that a theft has taken place (or other similar offence) then we would advise the person affected to contact the Gardaí. 

ULLC Contact Information

	Zoë Lawlor
	Sonia Pereira
	Jennifer O’Donnell

	Director, ULLC
	Senior Administrator
	Host Family Coordinator

	Zoe.Lawlor@ul.ie
	Sonia.Pereira@ul.ie
	Jennifer.ODonnell@ul.ie

	061 202775
	061 233237
	061 202777



I have read the Host Family Contract and agree to accept the terms & conditions as set out by the University of Limerick Language Centre.
Signed:		Date: 



Host Family Details 2026                                    		 (Complete in BLOCK CAPITALS)
First Name: ______________________________________________ Last Name: _________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Telephone Number: ____________________________________ 	Mobile Number: ___________________________________________________ 
Email Address: ___________________________________________________
[bookmark: Check1]Which type of accommodation can you offer?   	|_| Traditional Homestay             	|_| Junior
How would a student travel to and from the University? _________________________________________________________________________
If by bus, then please add the route number _______________________________________________________________________________________
Approximate travel time for the student: __________________________________________________________________________________________
ULLC provides a brief family profile to student(s) who will stay with you. Along with the details of family members/people living in the house (below) what would you like to say about your family? (e.g., lifestyle)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Family members/people living in the house: 
	Name
	M/F
	D.O.B.
	Occupation
	Interests/Hobbies

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



Have all members of your household been Garda Vetted? _________________________________________________________________________
How many bedrooms are available? ____________________________ Are they single or double? ______________________________________
[bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4]Can you provide en-suite rooms?  |_| Yes   |_| No	Do you/family member smoke?      |_| Yes      |_| No   	
[bookmark: Check7][bookmark: Check8]Do you have any household pets? |_|Yes   |_| No  	If yes, please give more details: ____________________________________________ 
[bookmark: Check9][bookmark: Check10][bookmark: Check21][bookmark: Check22]Do you allow the pet(s) indoors?  |_| Yes   |_| No    Can you provide Wi-Fi to students? |_|Yes       |_| No	
Vegetarian diet available?              |_| Yes   |_| No		
[bookmark: _Hlk209173568]I have read the Host Family Contract and agree to accept the terms & conditions as set out by the University of Limerick Language Centre. 
Data Protection / Privacy statement: Personal information provided to the University of Limerick Language Centre will be treated with the highest standards of security and confidentiality in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018. The information provided on this form will be held and used for administrative purposes.  
Signed: ___________________________________________________________ 		Date: _________________________________________
University of Limerick Language Centre, V94 T9PX, Ireland T: +353 (0) 61 233237 E: language.centre@ul.ie 
Lárionad na dTeangacha Ollscoil Luimnigh, V94 T9PX, Éire Web: www.ul.ie/languagecentre
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