
Japan Visa and Immigration-related Information 

If you are going to study in Japan for a semester or longer, you will need to obtain a visa to enter the 

country. Here is some useful information on the process of obtaining a visa. For every immigration 

document you receive, make sure to check that the spelling of your name and your date of birth are 

exactly the same as listed on your passport. For additional information on the visa and immigration 

process for students, please visit http://www.studyjapan.go.jp/en/toj/toj04e.html. 

 

1. Receiving your Certificate of Eligibility 

After you have enrolled in your host university in Japan, the international office there will apply to the 

relevant immigration office on your behalf for a Certificate of Eligibility (COE) for residence status. 

This is proof that you meet the conditions for entry into the country. Once the university has obtained 

the COE, they will send it to you along with your Certificate of Acceptance to the university. Please 

note the Certificate of Eligibility is only valid for three months and you must enter Japan during this 

period or it will become void. 

2. Obtaining a Student Visa at the Japanese Embassy 

Once you have received your COE, you will need to visit the Japanese Embassy in Dublin to obtain 

an entry visa. The COE alone is not enough to gain you entry to Japan. The Embassy is located in 

Dublin 4 and while it is not necessary to make an appointment, you should check in advance to ensure 

that it is open on the day that you plan to go there. Information on how to get to the embassy and its 

opening hours can be found by visiting http://www.ie.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr_en/about.html. Please 

bring your COE, Certificate of Eligibility and passport with you to this appointment. 

3. Procedures for Entering Japan 

When you arrive in Japan, you will be subject to an immigration inspection at your port of arrival. 

Your passport, and the valid visa contained inside it, will be inspected along with your COE and your 

Embarkation and Disembarkation card (which is normally distributed in the plane during the flight). 

You will submit these to the immigration officer and will have your fingerprints and a facial 

photograph taken. The immigration officer may ask you about the duration of your stay and what you 

plan to do in Japan. Answer all the questions calmly and truthfully. Once you are deemed to conform 

to the entry conditions, you will receive a seal of verification on your passport and a Resident Card. If 

your port of entry is unable to issue a Resident Card, you will receive a stamp in your passport stating 

that the Card will be issued by post, once you provide details of your address at the local city, town, 

ward or village government office. 

4. Resident Registration 

Within 14 days of moving into your accommodation, you must bring your Resident Card (or your 

passport if you were not issued with a Resident Card at entry) to the government office nearest where 

you live. There, you will have to fill in a form providing notification of where you are living under the 

Basic Resident Registration System. 

5. Working in Japan 

It is possible to work part-time while you study in Japan but getting a working visa is slightly more 

complicated. For more information, visit http://www.studyjapan.go.jp/en/toj/toj04e.html. 
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