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Active citizenship involves activities we 
undertake as members of a larger 
community and wider society. 
 

As citizens we enjoy certain rights and we 
undertake certain obligations. 
 

As citizens we take part in community life in 
all kinds of ways.  For example, when we 
vote, when we obey the laws, when we get 
involved in voluntary organizations, when we 
take an interest in issues that affect the 
community and when we defend our own 
human rights and the rights of other people. 

Act ive  Ci t izenship  

Minor i t ies  and Act ive   
C i t izenship  in  Ennis  

The taskforce on  Active Citizenship defines it as 
being: 
 

Active Citizenship refers to the voluntary 
capacity of citizens and communities 
working directly together, or through elective 
representatives, to exercise economic, social 
and political power in pursuit of shared 
goals. 

 

When people do not or are prevented from 
becoming involved as active citizens of the wider 
communities in which they level they can become 
vulnerable to discrimination, unfair treatment and 
social exclusion. 
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In our research we asked whether people were getting 
involved in active citizenship.  
 

We asked: 
• Travellers about their engagement in politics.   
 

• All ethnic minorities about their involvement in 
organised social activity.  

 

• About television viewership.  
 

• About making friends outside the minority group to 
which they belonged.  

 

• People if they trusted the police and whether they 
generally felt safe.  

Civil society is a goal to aim for 
(a ‘good’ society).  A good 
society is one where people 
are valued and respected 
equally and therefore are 
provided with the supports and 
opportunities to participate in 
all aspects of civil and social life 
locally and nationally. 



Nearly half, 25 out of 54,  of the Travellers we interviewed, voted in 
the last elections.   
1 Traveller belonged to a political party. 
5 had attended clinics held by their local councillor or their TD. 
10 had recently been involved in political protest.  1 had taken part in 
an anti-war march in Dublin and 1 had participated in a 
demonstration against the closure of A & E facilities at Ennis hospital.  
The rest had attended a protest at Drumbiggle over Traveller rights. 

The Exper ience of  Travel lers   
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1On trusting the police: 

  

47 out of 57 Travellers would report a 
crime committed against them to the 
police. 

10 out of 45 people in the asylum proc-
ess and with refugee status wouldn’t 
report a crime committed against them 
mainly because they don’t trust the po-
lice. 

54 out of 73 migrant workers would 
report a crime committed against 
them.  Most of those who would not 
report a crime thought the police 
would not act. 
  
  

 On feeling safe: 

  

4 out of 57 Travellers feel unsafe 
where they live. 

10 out of 54 people in the asylum 
process  and with refugee status feel 
unsafe, mainly because they think 
that local people they encounter in 
the street are hostile. 

10 out of 77 migrant workers feel 
unsafe where they live, most com-
monly because of anti social behav-
iour by local people. 
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 We asked: 
Are they engaged in voluntary associations?  

 

Do they visit community centres?   
 

Do they go to GAA fixtures, occasions which often reinforce a local 
sense of community? 

 

Are they regular church goers?  

Invo lvement  in  Socia l  L i fe  

Experiences of  the 
Travellers 
 

53 people responded. 
 

5 mentioned engagement in 
the work of charitable 
organisations 
 

11 visit community centres 
 

18 attend GAA fixtures 
 

29 are regular churchgoers. 

People in asylum process 
& with refugee status 
    

Number of people taking part in 
organised social life:  
8 belong to charitable 
organisations and 10 participate in 
sports teams. 
32 have got to know local 
residents by attending church 
services. 
14  attend community centres 
4 go to GAA fixtures.    

The experiences of  
Immigrants: 
 

Migrant workers are most 
likely to be involved in sports 
 

12 mentioned being part of 
sports teams but none were 
involved in charitable groups. 
 

18 were active in their local 
churches 
 

8 went to GAA matches 
 

14 attended community 
centres 



Significant numbers among immigrant groups 
are engaged in the kinds of social activities 
that help to foster active citizens, particularly 
in the case of the people in the asylum 
process and with refugee status.   
 

Among Travellers and Immigrants churchgoing 
is probably the most important social activity, 
as the graph indicates.  
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We asked people if they watched RTE television.   
 

• 23 of the Travellers, 37% of the 
group, watched RTE. 

 

• 30 of the people in the asylum 
process and with refugee status 
RTÉ 

 

• 17 out of 24 Polish Respondents 
watched home county satellite 
programmes, and a minority of 10 
watched RTÉ 
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Have you made friends? (percentages)
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Travellers

1. No, not really. 
2. Only with the 

people with 
whom I live 

3. More widely 
within my group 

4. With parents of 
children’s school-
friends 

5. With settled/Irish 
people 

6. With compatriots 
who live in Ennis 

7. With people in 
other minority 
groups 

Most of the Travellers we interviewed have friendships 
with people from the settled community.   
 

Out of 53 respondents, 27 people in the asylum process 
and with refugee status have formed local friendships.  
 

Of these 21 agreed that they had made friends with  
parents of their children’s friends at school - The largest  
national group were 15 Nigerians  
 

Within the migrant workers 17 out of the 29 Polish re-
spondents had Irish friends. 
 

The graph below provides more detailed information 
about friendships.   

Fr iendships  
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About half of the Travellers participate in 
electoral politics and a proportion of 
these are assertive in defending their 
rights. 
Within the three groups, there are some 
people who feel the police are unlikely to 
investigate crimes they report and similar 
proportions feel unsafe. 
Generally we found quite high degrees of 
involvement in different sorts of social 
networks.  For each of the groups 
churches are important centres of social 
activity. 



What  can I  do?  

• Register and use my vote 
Who can vote?  
Irish citizens may vote at every election and  
referendum; British citizens may vote at Dáil  
election, and European and Local Elections;  
Other European Union (EU) citizens may vote at  
European and Local Elections whilst Non-EU  
citizens can vote at local elections only.   

 

• Get to know others with similar issues to 
my own 

 

• Work with others to bring about change 
 

• Find out what is going on in my area 
 

• Get involved in activities of interest 
 

• Support your local community 

Where can I  go?  

Take full advantage of information services  
available i.e.  
• local Citizens Information Service 
• Ennis CDP 
• Clare Immigrant Support Centre 
 

Engage with your local public representatives 
Community events 
 

Local adult education services  

Contact  

Ennis CDP 
Elevation Park,  
Clon Road,  
Ennis,  
Co. Clare  
Contact Person:  
Colette Bradley 
Email: enniscdp@eircom.net  
Phone: 065) 6869026  
 
Clare Immigrant Support 
Centre,  
Unit 13,  
Carmody St Business Park, Car-
mody St,  
Ennis,  
Co. Clare 
Contact Person:  
Orla Ní Eilí  
Email: cisc@eircom.net 
Phone: 065) 6822026 
 
Citizens Information Service,  
Bindon Lane,  
Bank Place,  
Ennis,  
Co Clare  
Contact Person:  
Paul Woulfe 
Email: ennis@citinfo.ie  
Phone: 065) 6841221  
 
Taskforce on Active  
Citizenship: 
http://www.activecitizen.ie/  






