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Introduction
The University of Limerick plays a central role in the historic 
city of Limerick and is fortunate to enjoy an unrivalled 
location on the banks of the Shannon, Ireland’s greatest 
river. The campus has expanded from the original Plassey 
House in 1972 to become a world-leading institution 
spanning two counties. 

The University of Limerick Capital Development Plan 
2014 – 2018 outlines our vision for the future development 
and expansion of the University of Limerick covering 50,000 
square metres of state-of-the-art research, student, sports 
and academic facilities. 



Th e University has expanded rapidly in the last 
40 years to now be regarded as one of the most 
impressive campuses in Europe, spanning 133 
hectares with world-class facilities designed 
to enhance the learning of our students. 
Our student body has grown into an annual 
enrolment of over 12,000 students from across 
Ireland and 95 countries. Th e University of 
Limerick has employed more than 5,000 people 
over the last 40 years and is one of the single 
largest employers in the Limerick region.

We take seriously our responsibility to promote 
economic, educational, social and cultural 
development in Limerick and the wider region. 

Th e University of Limerick is committed to 
making a major contribution to the Limerick 
2030 Economic and Spatial Plan which will 
allow us all to work in partnership to deliver a 
true renaissance of Limerick. 

Our Capital Development Plan provides a 
vision and blueprint to address current and 
projected needs and to deliver a knowledge 
infrastructure and learning environment which 
will benefi t many generations to come. 

Professor Don Barry,
President, University of Limerick

annual enrolment of 

over 12,000 students 

from across Ireland 

and 95 countries
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Capital Development 

The University of Limerick Capital Development Plan (2014 - 2018) 
provides a guiding vision for a €224 million investment framework which 
aims to deliver 12 major capital investment projects covering R&D, student 
supports and teaching, sports and facilities developments. 

Major capital investment projects involve off -campus locations in Limerick 
City and at University Hospital Limerick with a combined value of €62 
million equating to 30% of the overall investment. 
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Funding

The funding for the University of Limerick Capital Development 
Plan 2014 - 2018 will be secured from a number of sources, including 
philanthropic donors, state grants, commercial activities, students levies 
and University of Limerick funding. 

Th e European Investment Bank (EIB) has 
approved a €100 million loan facility to 
support the €224 million Capital Development 
Plan, marking the second major investment by 
the EIB in the University of Limerick. 

In 1984 the EIB provided its fi rst ever support for 
a university level institution to UL. 

“ � e European Investment Bank is committed 
to long-term investment in Irish education. 
Approval of the signi� cant new funding for the 
University of Limerick by the Bank’s board is 
a key step and demonstrates recognition of the 
importance of this � agship project”

Jonathan Taylor
European Investment Bank 
Vice President for Ireland
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Sports Facilities 

€14 million

290
Full Time
High Value Positions

710+
Construction Related
Over the lifetime of 
the programme

1000
Jobs Generated
Over the lifetime 
of the programme

Job Creation

6% 49%

45%

€224
million

6% 49%49%

45%45%45%45%
Research & Building
Infrastructure 

€100 million

Student & 
Teaching Facilities 

€110 million
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Bernal Research Building 
A €52 million science and engineering initiative, the Bernal Project involves 
the recruitment of 10 world-leading professors, a start-up seed fund to 
support their teaching and research activity and the construction of a new 
advanced research building on campus. 

Th e construction of the Bernal Research 
Building commenced in the summer 2013 
to develop a 7,459m2 facility that will house 
fully-equipped laboratories to enable teaching 
and research by the ten professors and their 
staff . In addition to signifi cant laboratory space 
the building will also provide offi  ces, teaching 
facilities including seminar rooms and a 200 
seat lecture hall. Th e project is expected to be 
completed for Spring 2015. 

Th e Bernal Building is being constructed on the 
South Campus adjacent to existing science and 
engineering research facilities. Th is will further 
strengthen the University’s Science Zone and 
provide a particularly creative environment 
for this new research development, providing 

close proximity between researchers, students, 
professors and research facilities across diff erent 
disciplines. Th is strategy has sprung from the 
need to bring together creative minds that 
interact in an interdisciplinary way while 
sharing specialised facilities and equipment.

“ Th is project not only creates jobs in the 
construction phase but is exactly the kind of 
development Ireland needs as we continue 
to enhance our attractiveness as a location 
for inward investment and jobs in Research 
and Development.” 

An Taoiseach, Enda Kenny, TD, 
at the launch of Th e Bernal Project. 

SCAN TO FIND 
OUT MORE



The University is committed to promoting economic, 
educational, social and cultural development in Limerick. The 
University partners with the community in the City through 
involvement in Regeneration initiatives, and a wide range of 
collaborative projects. 

‘Limerick 2030 - An Economic and Spatial Plan for Limerick’ 
Photomontage - Arthurs Quay Park, Limerick City
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City Centre Campus
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Limerick City is presently undergoing a major 
transformation driven by local authorities, 
state agencies, the business sector and the third 
level educational institutions. Th e University 
is committed to being a major player in the 
regeneration of Limerick City. In recognition 
to this the University is reviewing the feasibility 
of placing core parts of its activity in the City 
Centre involving teaching space and student 
accommodation.

STUDENT ACCOMMODATION: 
Th e University is currently undertaking the 
investigative phase of an initiative to construct 
student accommodation in Limerick City 
Centre. Th is is being developed in collaboration 
with the city authorities and currently involves 
up to 400 student-bedroom units. Th is project 
may rise in scale to a 1,000 bed facility in 
partnership with other Higher Education 
institutions in the city subject to feasibility 
and funding. 

Th e residential facilities also enable the 
University to further develop a range of summer 
programmes targeted on the educational 
tourism market. 

TEACHING FACILITIES: 
Th e University is also committed to 
developing a signifi cant academic facility in 
the city centre which is projected to involve 
teaching and related infrastructure for a 
student population of approximately 500, 
with associated staff  and support services. 

TRANSPORT LINKS: 
Th e University is working with the Limerick 
Local Authority to examine the feasibility 
of a project to enhance the transport links 
between the campus and the City Centre.

Th e University is in intensive engagement 
with the Limerick Local Authority and 
other stakeholders to advance these projects 
in a partnership to meet the goals of the 
Limerick 2030 plan to underpin the renewal 
and rejuvenation of Limerick City Centre.



Materials and Surface Science Institute

MSSI has a significant track record in solving 
fundamental research problems with direct 
application in industry. To build on this 
track record, MSSI will be expanded and will 
have the remit to develop new materials and 
methods in the strategically important areas of 
pharmaceutical and composite materials and 
to significantly enhance its materials research 
capabilities in biomaterials, materials for energy 
conversion and biocatalysis. 

This investment will provide incentives to 
multinational companies to locate research and 
development capacity in Ireland by creating the 
research infrastructure to allow these industries 
to embed their R&D activities here. Since 2006 
MSSI researchers have secured over €40million 
in research income and over €20million in large 
capital grants.

The infrastructure planned for MSSI Phase 2 
consists of a 2,750m2 extension to the existing 
Materials and Surface Science Institute 
(MSSI) building, with accommodation for 
60 postgraduate and postdoctoral researchers, 
together with 11 academic and support staff. 

The facility will house twelve laboratories, 
including two highly-specialised equipment 
laboratories to house nationally unique 
instruments: solid state nuclear magnetic 
resonance and time of flight secondary ion 
mass spectrometers. 

The MSSI Phase 2 building is under 
construction in the University’s Science Zone. 

The Materials and Surface Science Institute (MSSI) is the leading national 

institute in materials and is internationally recognised for its work. 
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over €40 
million in 
research 
income 
generated 
since 2006



Glucksman Library 
- Phase II

The University is committed to providing quality library services to meet its 

strategic goals in the areas of Student Experience, Research and service to 

the wider community. 

Th e planned 6,600m2 phase II of the 
Glucksman Library will provide for wide 
and varied activities including: Reader 
Stations, Special Collections, Group 
Study and Mentoring Rooms, Faculty and 
Research Area, Exhibition Area, Training 
Facilities - Smart Classrooms, Music and 
Media Area, Technical Services and Support 
Infrastructure. 

Th e Glucksman Library is a key University 
facility and this development will fully 
integrate, in a seamless fashion, with 
current activities and assist UL in realising 
its goal to provide a world-class knowledge 
infrastructure to support learning and 
teaching at the highest levels. 

Th e development has received planning 
permission.
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University Arena Extension 
& Sports Facilities

UL Sport, which caters for everybody 

from the Olympic athlete to the basic 

beginner, has in excess of 12,000 

individual visitors per week. It is planned 

to develop an extension to the University 

Sports Arena which will include a 25m 

swimming pool with a diving facility, 

additional studio classrooms, a climbing 

wall, and a dedicated facility for Munster 

Rugby Team Training. 

In addition it is planned to redevelop a number 
of pitches to accommodate a wide range of 
sports including: GAA, soccer and rugby. 

Th e additional facilities will increase the 
community’s participation in sport and be a 
major contributor to providing a healthier 
and more active society by increasing overall 
participation in sport. Th e standard of provision 
and design refl ects the world class ambition of 
the facility. 

In May 2013, Munster Rugby announced 
that they will be establishing their main squad 
training centre at the University of Limerick. 
Th e new state-of-the-art, dedicated facility, 
located on the UL campus will be purpose-
built and is anticipated to be fully operational 
by 2015.

Th e University Arena Extension & Sports 
Facilities plans are at an advanced stage of 
implementation. Planning permission is 
in place for the 25m pool and a planning 
application is expected early in 2014 for the 
Munster Rugby facility. 
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Clinical Education & Research Facilities 
University Hospital Limerick
The new Graduate Entry Medical School 
(GEMS) at the University of Limerick now 
has over 80 students on Clinical Placement 
at the campus of our lead teaching hospital, 
University Hospital Limerick. The development 
of GEMS requires a Clinical Education & 
Research Building on the campus of University 
Hospital Limerick. This development will 
enhance the delivery of our medical programme 
and the implantation of the University’s health 
research strategy which aims to inform an 
equitable, safe, sustainable and patient-centred 
healthcare system. 

The University and the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) have agreed that the facility at 
the hospital, as well as providing the necessary 
education and research services required by 
the UL Medical School, will also support 
the education services required by the wider 
University Hospital Limerick community. 
Based on this, the project is being developed on 
a partnership basis between the University and 
the Health Service Executive.

The Clinical Education Research Building 
will include Teaching Facilities, Clinical Skills, 
Library and Research Facilities. The facility to 
be provided at University Hospital Limerick 
will reflect the primacy of this teaching hospital 
for the UL Medical Programme.

“ Collaboration between the University of 
Limerick and University Hospital Limerick 
is of fundamental importance in order to 
keep pace with advances in medicine. The 
development of a dedicated Clinical Education 
and Research Building on the hospital campus 
indicates the serious intent of both partners to 
place the hospital and medical school on a par 
with the best, and to do so within a short time. 
This exciting programme provides a powerful 
boost to the ambitious strategic plan for UL 
Hospitals and the medical school. It is warmly 
welcomed and deserves to be supported strongly 
by everyone. It will be a source of pride, 
scholarship and innovation for the region and 
the nation.”

Professor Niall O’Higgins,
Chairman, UL Hospitals Board
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New Student Centre

A new student centre building is planned to locate 
an enhanced level of student club and social 
facilities in a central part of the campus. Th e new 
facility will include meeting rooms, social areas, 
Students Union facilities, shops, cinema, concert 
facilities and a Visitor Centre incorporating the 
University reception and offi  ces.

Student support services will be centralised in 
one area of the campus to provide an improved 
delivery of service. Th e Student Centre concept 
design will be developed in 2014 with planning 
permission and development expected in 2015. 
Th is project will be fi nanced on a partnership 
basis between the students, private donors and 
the University. 

The University of Limerick will provide an outstanding and distinctive 

experience for every one of our students to enable them to become 

knowledgeable, skilled and confi dent graduates. 



Its mission is to promote and advance 
learning and knowledge through teaching, 
research and scholarship in an environment 
which encourages innovation and upholds 
the principles of free enquiry and expression. 
Particular attention is paid to the generation 
of knowledge which is relevant to the needs 
of Ireland’s continuing socio-economic 
development. The University of Limerick offers 
a range of programmes up to doctoral and 
postdoctoral levels in the disciplines of Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences, Business, 
Education and Health Sciences, Science  
and Engineering.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT: 
The University of Limerick has experienced 
dramatic expansion in its physical development 
over the past decade. This expansion has been 
driven by increases in student enrolment at 
both undergraduate and postgraduate level, 
growth in research and significant extension in 
the range of cultural, sporting and communal 
services provided to the campus and wider 
community. Since 2000 the University of 
Limerick has completed 39 projects with 
a total investment of €370 million. These 
developments include the Graduate Entry 
Medical School, the Engineering Research 
Building, the Irish World Academy of Music 
and Dance, the Nexus Innovation Centre, 
the University Sports Arena, incorporating 
the National 50m Pool, a number of student 
residences and two bridges crossing the 
Shannon, the University Bridge and the  
Living Bridge.

Capital Development Plan 2014 - 2018

The University of Limerick is an independent, internationally-focussed 

university with over 12,000 students and 1,400 staff. It is a young, energetic 

and enterprising institution with a proud record of innovation in education 

and excellence in research and scholarship. 
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young
energetic 
enterprising 

PIONEERING AND CONNECTED: 
Th e University of Limerick has adopted a 
strategic plan, Pioneering and Connected, for 
the period 2011 to 2015. Th e plan commits 
the University to forging new ways of teaching 
and learning for our students and to seeking 
innovations in research that will advance the 
economic, educational and social development 
of our region, Ireland and the world. 

Th e core of the University of Limerick’s 
Strategic Plan is to develop further its range of 
teaching and research programmes to ensure 
they continue to comply with the University’s 
mission in respect of excellence and relevance. 
In implementing this strategy and taking 
account of its mission, the University is guided 
by the particular focus it has always given to its 
capacity to contribute to the economic, social 
and cultural development of Ireland.
 
Th e special focus on growing the University 
and contributing to the economic development 
of Ireland is premised on building a deep 
knowledge infrastructure and human capital 
base that will attract investment and support 
high-end industry and services at the core of a 
revitalised “smart” economy.

SCAN TO READ 
PIONEERING & 
CONNECTED
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STUDENTS
•  Our Graduate Employment Rates are 15% higher than the national average of all Irish universities.

•  Th e University of Limerick attracts in excess of 2,200 international students annually who 
contribute €15 million to the mid-west region. 

•  Th e University of Limerick founded Cooperative Education in Ireland, our programme is the 
largest of its kind in Europe with a network of 1,700 employers

SPORTS & FACILITIES
•  Ireland’s Sports Campus is home to Europe’s largest third-generation all-weather sports facilities. 

•  Green Metric ranking of world universities recognised UL as one of Ireland’s top green universities. 

•  Th e Graduate Entry Medical School Building was shortlisted for the RIBA Stirling Prize for 
Architecture 2013.

RESEARCH
•  UL start-up incubation facility, the Nexus Innovation Centre has supported the formation and 

growth of 37 new high-tech start-up companies and over 105 new high-value jobs and is estimated 
to generate €33 million annually to the regional economy by 2017. 

•  Headquarters of the Synthesis & Solid State Pharmaceutical Centre (SSPC) - a €40 million 
national research centre dedicated to supporting the pharmaceutical industry in Ireland which is 
responsible for over 60,000 Irish jobs and exports of over €50 billion annually. 

University of Limerick 
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www.ul.ie
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The University of Limerick Capital 
Development Plan (2014 - 2018) 
provides a guiding vision for a €224 
million investment framework 
which aims to deliver 12 major 
capital investment projects 
covering R&D, student supports 
and teaching, sports and facilities 
developments. 


