Knox, 5.7

Dunne, 5.5.,"
Hughes, M7
Cheeseman, 51
Dunne, C!
Graduate Entry
Medical School and
Centre for
Interventions in
infection,
inflammation and
Immunity (4i),
University of
Limerick!

Health Service
Executive, National
Ambulance Service
Coflege, Dublin’

—
P -

66|

GEENG A CLEIEHEETEd O Continuing Professionat Development

r.r

= ]

Regulation and Registration as Drivers of
Continuous Professional Competence for Irish Pre-
Hospital Practitioners - A Discussion Paper

ABSTRACT

The regulatory body responsible for the registration of
Irish pre-hospital practitioners, the Pre-Hospital Emergency
Care Council (PHECC), identified the need to implement
a continuing professional competence (CPC) framework.
The first cycle of CPC {focused on emergency medical
technicians) commenced in November 2013 creating for
the first time a formal relationship between continuing
competence and registration to practice.

To aim of this research was to review current literature
and to describe benefits and challenges relevant to CPC,
regulation, registration and their respective contributions
to professionalism of pre-hospital practitioners i.e.
advanced paramedics, paramedics and emergency
medical technicians

An online search was carried out of cumulative index to
nursing and allied health literature (CINAHL Plus with Full
Text), Alied and Complementary Medicine {AMED) and
'Pubmed’ databases using: 'Continuous Professtonal
Development’; ‘emergency medical technician’; ‘para-
medic’; ‘registration’; ‘regulation’; and profession’ for
relevant articles published since 2004. Additional policy
documents, discussion papers, and guidance documents
were identified from bibliographies of papers found.

It is recommended that evolving professionalisation of
trish paramedics should be affirmed through behaviours
and competencies that incorporate adherence to
professional codes of conduct, reflective practice, and
commitment to continuing professional development
While the need for ambulance practitioner CPD was
identified in Ireland almost a decade ago, PHECC now has
the opportunity to introduce a model of CPD for
paramedics linking competence and professionalism to
annuval registration.
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