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Aims and Objectives
As a student of this module, you will be trained in
thinking critically about what peacebuilding means in
our time and what it should aim at. By actively taking
part, by the end of the course you should be able to:
 Identify different meanings of peacebuilding,
 Account for why peacebuilding rose to become
a central concern for the international
community from the early 1990s onwards,
 Outline the key components of international
peacebuilding and explain how each is supposed
to help build peace after large-scale conflict,
 Identify and discuss dynamics that international
peacebuilding has been criticized for, and
 Critically evaluate local as well as international
peacebuilding practices and policies.
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Contents
Since the end of the Cold War, peacebuilding has become a key policy priority for the international
community. What does the peacebuilding agenda signify? And what conflict trends does it respond to?
These questions form entry points to this course, which will examine the core components of the
liberal peacebuilding agenda and how they have evolved. We will investigate how economic recovery,
democracy, security, statebuilding, and transitional justice are thought to be central for the building of
peace after violent conflict, and discuss each component in light of examples from various regions.
We will further examine what peacebuilding as a standardized set of policies has been criticized for.
Local peacebuilding practices and international peacebuilding interventions will be scrutinized, as will the
points of convergence and tension between them. We will also go beyond the ‘post-conflict’ context
and study how peace can be built in the midst of violence, from Congo to Colombia and beyond. As
insecurity today derives not only from violence but also increasingly from natural disasters, we will
explore encounters between the peacebuilding and climate change agendas. The course will round off by
addressing the prospects for continued consensus on international peacebuilding in a multipolar world
marked by a diversity of ideas about what peace is and how it can be realized.
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