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guaranteed religious, linguistic, and cultural rights for the

minorities in Bulgaria and granted them the right to preserve

their ways of life, this new minority status had considerable

psychological effects on people. Living under non-Muslim

rule was a completely new experience for Bulgaria's Muslims.

After being the dominant culture for hundreds of years, it was

difficult for Muslims to get accustomed to living in the new

Bulgarian state, which desired to establish closer links with

Europe, rather than the Ottoman Empire. In time, Bulgarian

language and culture prevailed over others and the signs of

Ottoman rule were slowly or sharply erased. For instance, of

the forty-five former mosques in Sofia, many were

transformed into stores, printing-houses, museums, and even a

prison. 44 Moreover, ill treatment of Muslims, in many cases

within the confines of law, obligation of military service,

increasing tax burdens, lack of representation in political life,

and a biased judicial system deterred many from living in

Bulgaria and caused further immigration waves afterwards.

Consequently, Bulgarian lands, where Muslim population was

once dominant, both in terms of their population and political

power, evolved into modern Bulgarian nation-state. The 1877­

78 War constituted an important turning point in the creation

of this new Bulgaria.

-1-1 Crampton, 'The Turks in Bulgaria', p. 54.
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The editors of History Studies invite the submission of papers for
inclusion in volume 14,2013.

HislOlY Studies is the journal of the University of Limerick History
Society and is jointly produced with the Department of History,
University of Limerick. The journal is refereed by a panel of
distinguished historians and is an established periodical in the field
of historical scholarship.

Papers can focus on any aspect of history and should be no more
than 5,000 words in length. Papers should be posted as an
attachment to the ernail address below. For details in relation 10 style
sheet for submissions please contact the editors.

Closing date for submission is 30 June 2013

The Editors,
HisfOlY Sllldies,
email: hislory.studies@ul.ie
website: www.ul.ie/historystudies
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